
 

VOCAL​ ​EFFECTS​ ​CHEAT​ ​SHEET 

 

REVERB​ ​VS ​ ​DELAY 
● Generallɵ,​ ​ɵou​ ​should​ ​relɵ​ ​more​ ​on​ ​delaɵ​ ​than​ ​reɮerƫ​ ​to​ ​Ƭreate​ ​spaƬe​ ​around​ ​the 

lead​ ​ɮoƬals 
○ BUT​ ​a​ ​small​ ​amount​ ​oǔ​ ​reɮerƫ​ ​is​ ​oǔten​ ​Ƭomƫined​ ​ɯith​ ​delaɵ 
○ It​ ​reallɵ​ ​depends​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Ǖenre​ ​and​ ​the​ ​ɮiƫe​ ​oǔ​ ​the​ ​traƬk  
○ Just​ ​donټt​ ​relɵ​ ​on​ ​reɮerƫ​ ​alone 
○ In​ ​pop,​ ​miɴers​ ​relɵ​ ​more​ ​on​ ​delaɵs 

■ Hoɯeɮer,​ ​reɮerƫ​ ​is​ ​makinǕ​ ​a​ ​ƬomeƫaƬk​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Ƭharts 
○ But​ ​in​ ​aƬoustiƬ​ ​Ǖenres,​ ​reɮerƫ​ ​is​ ​still​ ​heaɮilɵ​ ​relied​ ​on 

■ Itټs​ ​all​ ​aƫout​ ​ƬreatinǕ​ ​a​ ​realistiƬ​ ​spaƬe 
■ PuttinǕ​ ​the​ ​instruments​ ​in​ ​the​ ​same​ ​room 
■ CreatinǕ​ ​a​ ​Ƭohesiɮe​ ​sound 

● Mɵ​ ​Ǖo-to​ ​eǔǔeƬt​ ​ƫusses​ ​ǔor​ ​lead​ ​ɮoƬals 
○ Stereo​ ​Delaɵ 

■ Create​ ​a​ ​neɯ​ ​eǔǔeƬts​ ​ƫuss 
■ Send​ ​the​ ​lead​ ​ɮoƬal​ ​to​ ​that​ ​neɯ​ ​ƫuss 
■ Add​ ​a​ ​stereo​ ​delaɵ​ ​ɯith​ ׎׎׏​%​ ​ɯetness 
■ Set​ ​a​ ​loɯ​ ​ǔeedƫaƬk​ ٣%׎׏-׎​٢ 
■ Diǔǔerent​ ​times​ ​on​ ​leǔt​ ​and​ ​riǕht​ ׎׎א-׎ד​٢ms٣ 

● Consider​ ​the​ ​tempo​ ​oǔ​ ​the​ ​traƬk 
● Iǔ​ ​itټs​ ​ǔast,​ ​Ƭloser​ ​to​ ׎ד​ms  
● Iǔ​ ​sloɯ,​ ​Ƭloser​ ​to​ ׎׎א​ms 
● I​ ​normallɵ​ ​start​ ​around​ ׎ד׏-׎׎׏​ms 

■ Adjust​ ​timinǕ​ ​and​ ​ɮolume​ ​to​ ​taste 
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○ Mono​ ​Delaɵ 
■ Timed​ ​mono​ ​delaɵ 
■ Can​ ​haɮe​ ​hiǕher​ ​ǔeedƫaƬk​ ​iǔ​ ​desired​ ٣%׎ב-׎​٢ 
■ Whole​ ​note​ ​٢ƬrotƬhet٣​ ​or​ ​minim 
■ Time​ ​manuallɵ​ ​iǔ​ ​ɵou​ ​ɯant​ ​it​ ​to​ ​stand​ ​out​ ​more 

○ Plate​ ​Reɮerƫ 
■ Reallɵ​ ​short​ ​deƬaɵ​ ​time 
■ For​ ​stereo​ ​ɯidth​ ​and​ ​sɯeetness,​ ​not​ ​notiƬeaƫle​ ​reɮerƫ 

○ Reɮerƫ​ ​Throɯ 
■ LonǕ​ ​deƬaɵ​ ​time 
■ Can​ ​Ƭut​ ​all​ ​the​ ​hiǕhs​ ​and​ ​ƫoost​ ​the​ ​loɯs​ ​ǔor​ ​a​ ​deep​ ٻ​suƫ​ ​reɮerƫ 

throɯټ 
■ Use​ ​as​ ​a​ ​spot​ ​eǔǔeƬt​ ​٢automate​ ​the​ ​send​ ​on​ ​the​ ​lead​ ​ɮoƬal​ ​ƫuss٣ 

 

8​ ​essential​ ​REVERB​ ​tips 
.׏ Use​ ​short​ ​deƬaɵ​ ​times 
.א Use​ ​one​ ​Ǖo-to​ ​pluǕin 
.ב Use​ ​reɮerƫ​ ​on​ ​a​ ​ƫuss 
.ג Use​ ​less​ ​than​ ​ɵou​ ​think,​ ​don't​ ​relɵ​ ​on​ ​it 
.ד Use​ ​delaɵ​ ​instead,​ ​e.Ǖ.​ ​ɮoƬals​ ​or​ ​Ǖuitars 
.ה Reɮerƫ​ ​on​ ​delaɵ​ ​Ƭhannels  
.ו Use​ ​pre-delaɵ​ ​ǔor​ ​ɮoƬals​ ​or​ ​other​ ​ǔorɯard​ ​parts 
.ז EQ​ ​the​ ​return,​ ​Ƭut​ ​loɯs,​ ​mud,​ ​and​ ​eɴperiment​ ​ɯith​ ​ƫoostinǕ/ƬuttinǕ​ ​hiǕhs 

Effect​ ​throws 
● Automate​ ​sends​ ​to​ ​ƫrinǕ​ ​in​ ​eǔǔeƬts​ ​on​ ​the​ ​last​ ​ɯord​ ​oǔ​ ​a​ ​phrase​ ​or​ ​seƬtion 
● Be​ ​Ƭreatiɮe​ ​-​ ​add​ ​ǔlanǕinǕ,​ ​ƬhorusinǕ​ ​and​ ​saturation​ ​to​ ​ɵour​ ​eǔǔeƬts 
● Can​ ​also​ ​applɵ​ ​eǔǔeƬts​ ​direƬtlɵ​ ​to​ ​the​ ​ɮoƬal​ ​ǔor​ ​seƬtions 

○ e.Ǖ.​ ​the​ ​ɮoƬal​ ​telephone​ ​eǔǔeƬt​ ​-​ ​Ƭut​ ​all​ ​the​ ​loɯs​ ​and​ ​hiǕhs​ ​ɯith​ ​ǔilters,​ ​and 
add​ ​saturation 

 
 

Want​ ​to​ ​Ƭreate​ ​proǔessional,​ ​radio-readɵ 
miɴes​ ​at​ ​home? 

CheƬk​ ​out​ ​the​ ​ǔree​ ​tutorials​ ​on​ ​the​ ​MusiƬian​ ​on​ ​a 
Mission​ ​YouTuƫe​ ​Ƭhannel 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMLRL8SFdYOV1bxjHkHP1tA?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMLRL8SFdYOV1bxjHkHP1tA?sub_confirmation=1

