
 

VOCAL EFFECTS CHEAT SHEET 

 

REVERB VS  DELAY 
● Generall ,  ou should rel  more on dela  than re er  to  reate spa e around the 

lead  o als 
○ BUT a small amount o  re er  is o ten  om ined  ith dela  
○ It reall  depends on the  enre and the  i e o  the tra k  
○ Just don t rel  on re er  alone 
○ In pop, mi ers rel  more on dela s 

■ Ho e er, re er  is makin  a  ome a k in the  harts 
○ But in a ousti   enres, re er  is still hea il  relied on 

■ It s all a out  reatin  a realisti  spa e 
■ Puttin  the instruments in the same room 
■ Creatin  a  ohesi e sound 

● M   o-to e e t  usses  or lead  o als 
○ Stereo Dela  

■ Create a ne  e e ts  uss 
■ Send the lead  o al to that ne   uss 
■ Add a stereo dela   ith  %  etness 
■ Set a lo   eed a k  - %  
■ Di erent times on le t and ri ht  - ms  

● Consider the tempo o  the tra k 
● I  it s  ast,  loser to  ms  
● I  slo ,  loser to  ms 
● I normall  start around  - ms 

■ Adjust timin  and  olume to taste 
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○ Mono Dela  
■ Timed mono dela  
■ Can ha e hi her  eed a k i  desired  - %  
■ Whole note  rot het  or minim 
■ Time manuall  i   ou  ant it to stand out more 

○ Plate Re er  
■ Reall  short de a  time 
■ For stereo  idth and s eetness, not noti ea le re er  

○ Re er  Thro  
■ Lon  de a  time 
■ Can  ut all the hi hs and  oost the lo s  or a deep  su  re er  

thro  
■ Use as a spot e e t  automate the send on the lead  o al  uss  

 

8 essential REVERB tips 
. Use short de a  times 
. Use one  o-to plu in 
. Use re er  on a  uss 
. Use less than  ou think, don't rel  on it 
. Use dela  instead, e. .  o als or  uitars 
. Re er  on dela   hannels  
. Use pre-dela   or  o als or other  or ard parts 
. EQ the return,  ut lo s, mud, and e periment  ith  oostin / uttin  hi hs 

Effect throws 
● Automate sends to  rin  in e e ts on the last  ord o  a phrase or se tion 
● Be  reati e - add  lan in ,  horusin  and saturation to  our e e ts 
● Can also appl  e e ts dire tl  to the  o al  or se tions 

○ e. . the  o al telephone e e t -  ut all the lo s and hi hs  ith  ilters, and 
add saturation 

 
 

Want to  reate pro essional, radio-read  
mi es at home? 

Che k out the  ree tutorials on the Musi ian on a 
Mission YouTu e  hannel 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMLRL8SFdYOV1bxjHkHP1tA?sub_confirmation=1
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